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Chapel Hill incumbent Mayor Mark Kleinschmidt (left) checks return results at his elections results party. Kleinschmidt lost
to new mayoral candidate Pam Hemminger. The Herald-Sun | Alex M. Dixon

CHAPEL HILL — Recently filed campaign finance reports show that during his 2015 campaign,
former Chapel Hill mayor Mark Kleinschmidt accepted more than $10,000 in donations from

individuals associated with the real estate development sector.
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The $10,584 in donations was detailed in Kleinschmidt's year-end report filed Feb. 22 — nearly
a month after the Jan. 31 deadline. It listed contributions ranging between $150 and $336 from
employees of Chapel Hill-based developers such as East West Partners and Eller Capital
Partners, and from out-of-state developers like Trammell Crow Residential and Caves Valley

Partners.

Many of these donations were dated during September or early October 2015, while others
aren’'t dated at all. But none of the donations were mentioned in the pre-election campaign
finance report, which was intended to include any donations received before Oct. 19.
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Kleinschmidt's pre-election report detailed $6,346 in individual contributions over $50, with many
donations coming from retired residents, self-employed residents or UNC professors.

His year-end report listed an additional $14,786 in individual donations over $50.

Kleinschmidt said that he missed the filing deadline because his sister, who was his treasurer for
the campaign, fell ill and was hospitalized. He also said the dates listed on the year-end
donations were the dates written on the checks, but the campaign didn’'t receive the donations

until after the pre-election report had been filed.

“There is no nefarious anything going on,” he said. “It's just the way things came to us.”
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Of 33 separate donations from developers or their family members, three are dated for after Oct.
19, while 12 entries are undated. The rest of the contributions are dated for before Oct. 19, going

as far back as Sep. 23.

This discrepancy in dates also occurs for many of the donations that came from outside the

development sector.

Kleinschmidt said that although he trailed opponent Pam Hemminger — who unseated
Kleinschmidt in the fall election — in fundraising for much of the campaign, a lot of donations

rolled in at the very end.

He said he appreciated the endorsements and donations he received from diverse, progressive
sources and that his donations from developers didn’'t weigh more heavily than any other

contributions.

“We had money from across the political spectrum,” he said. “For anyone to think that | or any
other candidate running was in the pocket of any particular interest is ridiculous.”

Kleinschmidt said he is proud that Chapel Hill elections have a limit of $336 for individual

donations.

“Money isn’t the thing that defines our elections,” he said.

But Charlie Humble, a member of the Chapel Hill Alliance for a Livable Town, said many
residents are concerned by the way the Town Council has worked with developers in the past.
He cited a closed-door deal that could potentially allow development on the American Legion
property, where some residents said they would rather see a park or commercial space. That
deal was made six days after voters ousted Kleinschmidt and two other council members.

Kleinschmidt's total of $10,584 from developers or developers’ family members represents
about 71 percent of the contributions over $50 reported on the year-end report. The contribution

breakdown by company is as follows:
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— $672 from individuals who work at GHK Developments, Inc., the firm behind two Walgreens
locations in Chapel Hill— the one on the corner of Franklin Street and Estes Drive and the one

on Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard and Weaver Dairy Road.

— $1,830 from individuals — or their spouses or other family members — employed by
Trammell Crow Residential, a real estate developer working on Alexan Chapel Hill, a 265-
apartment complex located on Elliott Road that is slated to be completed this December.
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— $2,352 from individuals — or their spouses or other family members — representing East
West Partners, the Chapel Hill-based developer behind several projects in town, including the

highly contested Obey Creek, which was approved by the council last year.

— $3,360 from individuals — or their spouses or other family members — who work for real

estate developer Caves Valley Partners.

— $912 from individuals who work at Eller Capital Partners, the firm that controls several Chapel

Hill apartment complexes.

— $336 from an individual who works at Scott Murray Land Planning Inc., a firm that has helped
with many development projects in Chapel Hill.

— $336 from an individual who works at Markel Eagle Partners, a real estate asset manager.

http://www.heraldsun.com/news/reports-developers-funded-bulk-of-kleinschmidt-campaign/article_834501fc-ebb1-11e5-93e9-638d865d5eb0.html 4/5


https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CNNuQp-0DV9m-HJWMhAS4kpnwAuKLqqpEgouV-4kD_-CivcABEAEggf_bC2DJ9qWKpKTEEaABru37vgPIAQLgAgCoAwHIA5kEqgSYAk_QL4b21ouBOgJYZ4OPmO7yhuwD_L0Sq6OaTlVGM-5opM9ZHhEKGt97bfNNvRPYLAlG7IqRtj8neGmKewKOcyNFOZOq7KTq2f3bdtZaw8-UhItVtBcoMN2SqKbWRQUD5ce450ShdSnvU1RixO5HnVyF9EzpZJYipaGxT56FkWUdmJa6X2vAqa71SNDqnwD5NlTtz8DLuzKne-DgOwoBsw8MxMumGqlfqDD3S0B_slo6MY8SgNGLXz5UR5J2gbf8I-tQ39hwDBsaWZRgr6upJsK0Lqyax1oOcx7AI9ITr1xy4vdHYp3oTr-5BDGvjNRuJ4IGeUJhdOyFXj7z90IGQqplsc8O8PbQsGKDJ6w7Q6t3xask5BLEl7rgBAGIBgGgBgKAB7qShEGoB6a-G9gHAQ&num=1&cid=5GhZvmYml7DnlsaPEoGf8UrA&sig=AOD64_2vCrFLfTs_Rgwll9g37pfz6nshag&client=ca-pub-4374205388435313&adurl=http://usreviews.net/why-did-no-one-tell-drivers-about-this-new-rule/%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dwww.heraldsun.com%26utm_term%3Dauto2%26utm_content%3Ddisplay%26utm_campaign%3Dautosavings

4/5/2016 Reports: Developers funded bulk of Kleinschmidt campaign | News | heraldsun.com
— $536 from individuals representing Resolute Building, a contractor that has been involved in
several Chapel Hill projects, including East 54 5000.

— $250 from an individual representing Ballentine Associates, a land planning and land
surveying firm that was involved in Southern Village and Meadowmont.

Hemminger, who filed her year-end report Jan. 7, reported $5,773.07 in contributions over $50
on her year-end report and an additional $5,696.81 in donations over $50 on her pre-election
report. All contributions on her year-end report were dated for after Oct. 19, and many of her

donors were retired, self-employed or professors.
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Contact Katie Jansen: kjansen@heraldsun.com, 919-419-6675. She blogs about Orange County at
Orange Pulp: http://bit.ly/OrangePulp

Katie Jansen

Katie Jansen covers Orange County for The Herald-Sun. She graduated from UNC-Chapel Hill in 2014,
where she studied journalism, English and creative writing.
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